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Abstract



This paper explores the causal effect of education on desired fertility. By Chinese General Social Survey
(CGSS), I apply Instrumental variable strategy based on China’s Nine Year Compulsory Schooling Law
(CSL). In general, considering the diversity of implementing year of CSL and the average education level for
all the provinces in China, I also use alternative instrumental variable called CSL intensity to empirically test
the causal inference. Both IVs show similar results. I find decreased desired fertility with 0.6 kids on average
due to the primary high school degree. For different gender, education has a stronger effect on men than
women in terms of desired fertility. Also, urban people are more affected by education. CSL increase the
chance of attending primary high school and completing primary high school with nearly 15 percentage
points on average, with stronger effect on female and rural areas when I analysis separately. One important
implication is primary education reform like CSL could be a better alternative for family planning program.
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